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de Lorraine received the author, of the description of
the fete favourably, and presented him with the living
of Meudon.
But the attacks of his enemies did not cease with the
restoration to safety. Prom "both sides, Catholic and
Protestant, cries came that the "book ought to "be sup-
pressed, and its author burned. Calvin was as hostile
as the Sorbonne. Eabelais in vain dedicated the Fourth
Book to Odet de Chatillon. In spite of the royal per-
mission, he did not dare to proceed beyond the eleventh
chapter. There the Book broke short off. This was
in 1549. Between two and three years passed, Eabe-
lais during this time living quietly at Meudon, where,
according to the traditions collected on the spot by
Antoine Leroy, only one generation after, he preached,
catechised the children, welcomed his friends, and led an
exemplary life.
Then a very singular thing happened. On February
the 19th, 1552, a fortnight before the Parliament al-
lowed the sale of the book, Eabelais resigned not only
the living of Meudon, where he resided, but also that of
Jambet, in the diocese of Le Mans, where the duties
had been discharged by a vicaire. Why did he resign ?
We know nothing, and are therefore perfectly free to
conjecture the reasons of his resignation. Perhaps it
was not altogether a voluntary act. Perhaps he felt that
he was growing old: yet there is no hint or tradition of
failing health, and he was not yet more than seventy.
Perhaps he was touched with a' sense of the incongru-
ity of his position in the Church when considered with
certain chapters in the new book. Perhaps he was ob-
liged to give up the benefices before the Parliament